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AG6QO BPQ Node 

Å Call WINTER or AG6QO-4 on any VHF port or AG6QO on PACTOR 

Å Supports multiple node protocols  

ï Net/ROM ς automatically add/remove nodes 

ï http:// www.tapr.org/pr_intro.html#NetSchemes lists various networks 

Å Supports multiple ports 

ï 144.37, 145.05, 223.6, PACTOR, internet. 

ï/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .tv ƴƻŘŜ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ άƎŀǘŜǿŀȅέ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƴƻŘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻƴ 
any supported port. 

ïFor example, while on 144.37, and connected to the BPQ node C  5 
BERRY to be connected to BERRY on 145.05 

ïWinLink Gateway 

Å Access the BBS, Chat, RMS, DX Cluster, Telnet, Applications, White Pages, 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΧ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀōƭŜΦ 
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AG6QO BPQ Node 

ÅTo connect to the BPQ node:  

ÅOn 144.37 or 145.05 :  
ïC AG6QO-4 or C WINTER (alias). 

ïFrom outside the immediate area, use the node network: 

ïOn 144.37, C BERR37, or on 145.05, C KBERR and after connected, 

ïC WINTER 
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AG6QO BPQ Node 

ÅFrom the Node Menu 
ïThere are many nodes accessible locally and via internet. 

ïYou can list these using the  NODES command: 
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AG6QO BPQ Node 

ÅFrom the Node Menu 
ïYou can connect to any heard node 

ïMany of these have gateways to remote RF ports on various bands 

ïCƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƘŜǊŜ LΩǾŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ..{ ƛƴ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ bфtah 
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AG6QO BBS Services 

Å Message Store and Forward 

ï Forwards messages (Packet mail) anywhere in the world 

ï Hierarchical message addressing : VE3WBZ@VA3BAL.#SCON.ON.CAN.NOAM 

Å The above address will route your message to Peter, VE3WBZ who uses the VA3BAL BBS system 
in south-central Ontario, Canada. The routing happens automatically! 

ïάIƻƳŜέ ..{ ς the BBS where you will pick up all your BBS messages. 

ÅKG6SJT@AG6QO.#NCA.CA.USA.NOAM 

ï BPQ Supports B2 Protocol forwarding, containing attachments and multiple 
addressees 

ï Can send WinLink and NTS messages 

Å Server Mode ς ǎǘƻǊŜκǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŜ ŦƛƭŜǎ όǇŀŎƪŜǘ άdropboxέύ 

Å Gateway Services ς connect to other ports / frequencies 

Å Real-time Chat with other users 

Å See Online User Guide 
ï http://www.cantab.net/users/john.wiseman/Documents/BBSUserCommands.html 
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What is a Full-Service BBS? 

ÅOnline 24/7 

ÅProvides automated message store/forward on behalf of third 
parties. 

ÅUses one or more standard protocols for forwarding. 

ÅProvides one or more ports dedicated to forwarding only. 

Åaŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ά²ƘƛǘŜ tŀƎŜǎέ ŦƻǊ ǊƻǳǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

ÅUsually provides other services as well, such as file storage, 
applications, gateways to other ports, nodes, and BBSs 

Å Is NOT limited to forwarding messages for a single user or 
single target. 
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Full-Serve vs. PBBS 

ÅPBBS ς means Personal BBS 
ïtŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ..{Ωǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ-resource systems (memory, 

bandwidth, availability, forwarding paths, etc). 

ï5ƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ άǘƘƛǊŘ-ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎέΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ όƻǊ 
from) the PBBS owner. 

ÅFull-service BBS 
ïHas adequate resources to handle large volumes of traffic 

ïSole purpose is to handle traffic on behalf of third parties. 

ïOperate 24/7 

ïMaintain complete and robust forwarding paths in order to ensure 
reliable message delivery to remote nodes. 

12/2/2015 Joe DeAngelo 9 



Hierarchical Addressing 

Å Perhaps the most valuable feature of a full-service BBS is message store 
and forward. 

Å ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǳǎŜǎ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άIƛŜǊŀǊŎƘƛŎŀƭ 
!ŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ..{ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǊƻǳǘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ 
their destinations. 

Å In order for this system to work well, each BBS system user must declare 
ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ άIƻƳŜ ..{έΦ 

Å ! άIƻƳŜ ..{έ ƛǎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ-service BBS where you will have all your BBS mail 
delivered. 

Å You can pick it up or have it delivered to your personal MBX, or use a 
άŎƭƛŜƴǘέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƭƛƪŜ Outpost, or AirMail, or email client, to retrieve your 
mail from the Home BBS for you. 

Å Cǳƭƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ..{ǎ ƪŜŜǇ ƭƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƴ ..{ ǳǎŜǊǎΩ IƻƳŜ ..{Ωǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
called White Pages. It is, effectively, a routing table. 

12/2/2015 Joe DeAngelo 10 

http://www.outpostpm.org/
http://www.siriuscyber.net/ham/


Setting Your Home BBS 

Å AG6QO BBS runs BBS software known as BPQmail (pilinbpq). 

Å You can find a user-guide for BPQ at: 
ï http:// www.cantab.net/users/john.wiseman/Documents/BBSUserCommands.html 

Å There is an AG6QO BBS tutorial online here: 
ï http:// ag6qo.com/EffectiveUseAG6QObbs.pdf 

Å hƴ ŀƭƭ .tv ..{ΩǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƛŜǊŀǊŎƘƛŎŀƭ IƻƳŜ ..{ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦ 

Å If you incorrectly set it, or want to change it later, you can use the following commands to set 
your user information, including Home BBS 

Å To use AG6QO as your Home BBS, type : 

ï HOMEBBS AG6QO.#NCA.CA.USA.NOAM 

 

 

 

Å To display your White Page parameter settings, type: 

ï I yourcallsign 
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AG6QO BBS 

ÅTo connect,  

ÅOn 144.37 , the primary user channel, or 145.05:  
ï C AG6QO-м Χ ƻǊΣ 

ï From outside the immediate area, use the node network: 

ÅC BERR37 on 144.37, or C KBERR on 145.05 , and after connected, 

ÅC AG6QO-1 
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Message Types 

Å General Messages 

ï Hierarchical Addressing 

ï Everyone sees 

Å tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ aŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ όάtέ ǘȅǇŜύ 

ï Hierarchical Addressing 

ï Not listed for everyone (but not private) 

Å .ǳƭƭŜǘƛƴǎ όά.έ ǘȅǇŜύ 

ï Intended for a group 

Å  Example: YARES, BARK, etc. 

Å WinLink 
ï ur1call@winlink.org, or 

ï άrms:email@domain.comέ 

ï BBS can poll and download your WinLink mail for 
you 

Å CƻǊƳŀƭ b¢{ό5ύ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ όά¢έ ǘȅǇŜύ 

ï Special Addressing: 95694@NTSCA 

ï Special Handling ς must be delivered or 
forwarded 

ï http:// www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/
MPG604A.pdf 
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To Send NTS Traffic 

ÅFirst compose and format your message: 
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Subject Line 

Required: 
Means 
άL ƘŀǾŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ-ƎǊŀƳέ 

Required: 
Locality of 
Addressee 

Required: 
Area code and 
Phone exchange of addressee if given. 
LŦ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜƴΥ άbƻ tIhb9έ 

See http:// www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/MPG604A.pdf for details and standards. 

Message 
Body 

Addressee 

Message No; Priority; Instructions; Originator;  
Count; Orig Location; Date 

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public Service/MPG604A.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public Service/MPG604A.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public Service/MPG604A.pdf


To Send NTS Traffic 

ÅNext enter it into the BBS using the ST command of the form 
ST zipcode@NTSCA: 
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See http:// www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/MPG604A.pdf for details and standards. 

End your message with a line that starts with: 
/EX 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ L¢Η ¸ƻǳǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ Ǿƛŀ ǇŀŎƪŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ȊƛǇ Η 
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To Receive NTS Traffic 

Å ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ [¢ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ ά[ƛǎǘ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎέ 

 

Å Must follow strict protocol to avoid 
loss or dead-ending of messages 

ï 5ƻ ƴƻǘ άƪƛƭƭέ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ 
are committed to delivering it to the 
addressee ! 

ï άYƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ¸h¦ 
are going to deliver it. 

ï LŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ōǳǘ 5hbΩ¢ ƪƛƭƭ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ 
do NOT deliver it ! Some folks get 
annoyed at multiple calls for the 
ǎŀƳŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǳƴǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ Η 
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AG6QO logs into the California NTS hub and picks up messages for the 
956*@NTSCA zip codes daily 



NTS Traffic Areas 
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Primary 
Secondary 


