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Scenario
***THIS IS AN EXERCISE***

On October 19 at 1019 local time an earthquake with Modified Mercalli Intensity 5+ rocks your area.

1. At 1019 local time DROP, COVER, HOLD ON.
2. Ensure the safety of your families, property and neighbors.
3. Send a Winlink USGS DYFI Exercise report with Exercise ID: 2023SHAKEOUT to USGS.

***THIS IS AN EXERCISE***

Objectives
● Send a Winlink DYFI report to USGS within 1 (one) hour of the earthquake at 1019L.

○ Note: It is okay to send your DYFI report later in the day. Some radio operators send their
reports after work, for example. But please ensure that your time is 10:19.

○ We coordinated the Exercise ID 2023SHAKEOUT with USGS to make Shakeout reports easy
to identify. Please use it!

● Use RF if you can
○ But Telnet is okay, too.

● Have fun in the process.

How to Send a Winlink DYFI Report

In Winlink
Click on Message > New Message…

Click on Select Template
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https://www.usgs.gov/programs/earthquake-hazards/modified-mercalli-intensity-scale


Double-click on Standard Templates
Double-click on USGS
Double-click on USGS DYFI.txt
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Winlink DYFI Form Entries for SHAKEOUT

1. Winlink DYFI Form Entries
Entries highlighted in YELLOW are the same for all Shakeout participants using Winlink.
Entries highlighted in GREEN are user specific.

This Earthquake report is an EXERCISE

Exercise ID: 2023SHAKEOUT USGS is asking that all Winlink
participants use the same
Exercise ID of 2023SHAKEOUT

Did you feel it? YES

Time of earthquake:

Date: 10/19/23
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Time: 10:19 Note: time is local time

Your location: <enter your complete street address> Format example: 1234 Main St.,
Anytown, CA 11111, USA

GPS coordinates: Enter your latitude and longitude in
decimal degrees.

4 decimals preferred, e.g. 34.1431,
-118.3215

Youtube: How to check your latitude
and longitude using Google Maps.

Intensity Survey Questions: Answer as if reporting an earthquake
with Modified Mercalli Intensity 5 or
higher.

Youtube: Winlink USGS DYFI
Step-by-step Instructions
PDF: Winlink USGS DYFI Example
Answers for MMI 5 Earthquake

Additional comments: Enter any additional information.

For example, enter your agency or volunteer radio group name (ARES
District, ECT, Kentucky Winlink Net, etc.) or the mode (Telnet, VARA FM or
HF, Packet, PACTOR, Mesh,) and band you plan on sending your DYFI
exercise report with.

EEW Survey: Optional Earthquake Early Warning (EEW) survey (does not affect the
intensity calculations). You may provide USGS with sample data, if you wish.

Click Submit

2. Winlink DYFI Message To and CC

To: dyfi_reports_automated@usgs.gov

Note: this is the official USGS address; it is automatically filled in; leave as is please.
Note: You must send the report via an internet connected RMS gateway or via Telnet
for USGS to receive it. USGS does not monitor P2P or Radio-Only.

Cc: SHAKEOUT;dyfi@vccomm.org;QUAKE-23

Note: please add the CC addresses manually.

Explanation of Courtesy Copies (CC:) - these are optional but encouraged:
❖ SHAKEOUT tactical address which allows the Winlink Development Team

to map your entry as it is received. Also used to compare with USGS data.
❖ dyfi@vccomm.org a courtesy service provided by Ventura County ARES/ACS.

Ventura County ARES/ACS will send you a message receipt for your DYFI (USGS
does not send message receipts).
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https://youtu.be/vkrg4rqKfVU?si=UFsJvXwYHzFPfGmK
https://youtu.be/vkrg4rqKfVU?si=UFsJvXwYHzFPfGmK
https://youtu.be/JTxDCjT0gXQ
https://youtu.be/JTxDCjT0gXQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wLQcO4D_AL0h-NJp87Jy41bJMEx7HOHr/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wLQcO4D_AL0h-NJp87Jy41bJMEx7HOHr/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.vccomm.org/


❖ QUAKE-23 tactical address that provides your DYFI to a number of
government agencies other than USGS. Contact Steve K4CJX for details.

You may add additional localized CC: addresses if you and your group wish to receive DYFI
reports locally.

ShakeOut Resources for Volunteer Radio Groups

RATPAC
Planning for the Great California Shakeout '22

Wavetalkers
Check out the Wavetalkers Shakeout presentation by Oliver K6OLI.

Chapters
ShakeOut Exercise for Volunteer Radio Groups (10:15)
Survey and Respond with Winlink (16:53)
Winlink GPS Information (34:00)
Winlink DYFI Form Step-by-step Walk-through (35:34)
Mapping Received DYFI Reports Locally in Winlink (49:31)
Questions and Answers Session (53:34)
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https://youtu.be/ilIdXsLlFjU
https://youtu.be/IlLXriPkn3c
https://youtu.be/IlLXriPkn3c?t=615
https://youtu.be/IlLXriPkn3c?t=1013
https://youtu.be/IlLXriPkn3c?t=2041
https://youtu.be/IlLXriPkn3c?t=2041
https://youtu.be/IlLXriPkn3c?t=2971
https://youtu.be/IlLXriPkn3c?t=3214


Shakeout and USGS Resources

Register Your Group with ShakeOut

Group coordinators are encouraged to register their
volunteer radio club or group.
Registration is free and ShakeOut will provide a
Certificate of Participation. Certificates are a great
way to demonstrate your commitment to
communications excellence to your community,
agencies and/or partners.

Register here

See the other Volunteer Radio Groups registered for
Shakeout.

2022 USGS ShakeOut Scenario Map
For the volunteer radio group DYFI report results of the 2022 Shakeout please see the USGS M8.5 ShakeOut
scenario map: https://earthquake.usgs.gov/scenarios/eventpage/usso2022_se/executive
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https://www.shakeout.org/register/index.php?start=global
https://www.shakeout.org/whoisparticipating/
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/scenarios/eventpage/usso2022_se/executive


Modified Mercalli Scale

More information: https://www.usgs.gov/programs/earthquake-hazards/modified-mercalli-intensity-scale
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https://www.usgs.gov/programs/earthquake-hazards/modified-mercalli-intensity-scale


Drop, cover, hold on!

More information: https://www.shakeout.org/
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Thank you!
We would like to thank all stations that participate in this exercise!

Author: Oliver K6OLI
Last Update: Sep 18, 2023
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https://www.qrz.com/db/K6OLI

